The way of the germline, its developmental cycle and epigenetic network.
The long-awaited second edition of the International Symposium on "Epigenome Network, Development and Reprogramming of Germ Cells" hosted by Hiroyuki Sasaki took place at the Kyushu University School of Medicine, in Fukuoka, Japan from 22 to 24 November 2010. This meeting brought together again the crème de la crème of the Japanese research community investigating germline development, reprogramming and genetic networks as well as eminent international scientists. Novel trend concepts including the "reprogramming expressway", "canalization", "licensing", "epigenetic barrier", "flex points" and "hydroxymethylation" were introduced and discussed in the context of development, reprogramming and pluripotency.